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KS3 Art Lesson Plan CLA

How does copyright law protect artists’ ownership of their work?

Learning objectives
¢ To learn about copyright law and how it applies to art.
¢ To learn about specific cases where artists have been protected by copyright law.

Study skills
¢ Develop a critical understanding of artists and express reasoned judgements.
¢ Produce creative work with protest art about protecting the rights of artists.

Learning outcomes
¢ All students will have a basic understanding of copyright law and how it protects artists.
¢ Some students will have a more in-depth understanding of complex debates surrounding copyright.

Resources required

¢ Lesson Presentation

¢ Key Information Handout

¢ Resources for students to create their protest posters

Introduction

Introduce the lesson and the learning objectives. Students ‘think, pair, share’ on the questions: What is copyright law?
How does it apply to the art world? Building on the ideas given by the students, show the information on slides 4-6
about copyright law, including ideas about intellectual property, copyright infringement and the public domain. Give
time for students to ask any questions or give their thoughts.

On slides 7-11, go through the three issues highlighted surrounding copyright infringement in art: plagiarism, using art
without consent, and complex debates over copyright. Students debate the case studies presented to them using the
prompt questions.

As part of this, students could be shown the relevant artwork for each of the examples: The Shepard Fairey Obama
poster and the original photograph by Mannie Garcia; a still from the Luis Vuitton advert with art by Joan Mitchell; one of
the macaque selfies released by David J. Slater.

Main activities

Give students a handout with all the information discussed. Explain that they will create a protest poster about
protecting artists’ ownership of their work using any of the information discussed in the lesson. Show students the
criteria for creating an effective protest poster on slide 12.

Example real-life protest posters could be shown to students, with a quick discussion about which ones are most
effective and why. Suggestions include: “We Will Not Be Silenced” produced by ThoughtMatter in 2017 for use at women'’s
marches; “Come Together in Peace” (1968) protesting against the Vietnam War; a poster with the slogan “There is No
Planet B, protesting about climate change.

They should first plan out a slogan and also which colours and images would best support their message. The teacher
could model their own plan for a protest poster, using one of the model slogans on slide 12.

The students then create their protest posters. They can share their finished work with the rest of the class and discuss
why their piece would be effective in helping to raise awareness about protecting artists’ ownership of their work.
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Plenary

Based on their learning in the lesson, students discuss and feedback on three key points for how copyright law protects
artists’ ownership of their work.

Useful resources

You may also wish to share the CLA videos with students:
What Does IP Mean to You?
Plagiarism

Extension activities [ home learning

Students can be encouraged to research this topic further at home.

They could learn more about complex issues surrounding copyright by researching Théatre D'opéra Spatial by Matthew
Allen, which won the first prize in 2022's Colorado State Fair. This wasn’t allowed copyright as it was partly created using
the A.l.image generator Midjourney. Allen has appealed this verdict multiple times.

With reference to this case and others they may research, students could write a short article on whether A.l.-assisted
artwork should be allowed copyright.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iwT9wdhm45Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-2BkWQ9JjU

